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| Pakistan no more among '
HIV low prevalence states

PR ot iy e
(PACF) project director Dr Al
Razague savs Pakistan
longer be classified as a 1m-r
prevalence country A5 concen-
ing drug users (IDUs) in differ-
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European Commission  and
Punjab ATTHS Cnm.s}rﬁum {FALC)
at a local hotel om Taesday.

Dir Razague said thar the mo-
dence of HIV and AIDS among
D5 hiad been recorded ar 10 to
12 per cent in different citdes of
the comry

Hle said that there wers around
40.3 million people infected with
HIV/AIDS in the world. During
last calendar vear alone, he said,
some 4.9 million more people got
infected from the deadly wvirus,
while aroa=" 3.1 million such
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m Dr Rm:;uu said
estimated

health and social problem, he
said the povernment had
launched a five-vear Enhanced
HIV/AIDS Control Programme
o improve the human capital
wiith spaﬁiﬂt: reference . 1o
tmproving the public health in
the Punjab by keeping the
HIVIAIDS epidemic at the cor-
rent low level of below one per
cent among general adult popa-
laton and below five per cenr
among wvalnerable popualation

Under the programme, Dr
Razaque said that NGOs had
been engaged to work al grass-
roots level to increase prevalence
of safe behaviour and improved

of services for sexual-
Iy transmmtted infections (STIs)
among vulnerable population.
He said the propramme was also

aimed at improving knowledge
and practice of HIV preventive
IMEASUreS, Im:'lmiing use of high
quality STI services by the gen-
eral adule, populaton. It wouold
also strengthen capacity to effec-
rively manage HI‘W&]]}S preven-
tion programme in both public
and private sectors.

Anszwering a guestion, Dr
Razaque said the PACPE was pro-
viding hepatitis and HIV/ATDS
sereening kits to all public sector
biood banks to ensure safe hlood
cransfusion. He said the govern-
ment had  also established a
blood transfusion  authority
which would seon start monitor-
ing the working of public and pri-
vate sector blood banks.:

PMAC national manager

Qadeer Beg explained the HIYV
and AIDS prevalence in the
COUTLETY,
PNAC president Raja Khalid
Mahmood, provincial manager
Saced A Mirza, NGO represen
tatives, vulnerable groups rep-
resentatives and some ATDS
patients also spoke on the ocea-
siom
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