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People-t -people contact with India

Spread of AIDS a matter
of concern for Pakistan

By Ali Wagar

LAHORE: The spread ol
HIVIAIDS has become 4 matier
of congern for Pakistan because
ol the people-o-people contact
between India and Pakistdn, since
India 15 one of the largest cour-
tries in (e world with the dis-
elise, saiil reporfers ot a workshop
on *Meeting the Challenges of
AIDS in Pakistan'.

The Pakistan Mational ALDS
Consortium (PNAC) urringed (he
watkshop in collabaration with the
Punjab chupter of the Buropean
Commission  (EC)  Peutl
Continental Hotel on Tuesday, The
workshop was dmanged b high-
light the imporiance of the medi’s
ole i the prevention and cantral
of the diseast.

Experts on HIV/AIDS, variaus
gronpe and HIV/AIDS patients

yoice thefr opinion and talk abot
the problems faced by them.

'the workshop asked partici-
pating governmen| officials (hat
what was being done for
HIV/AIDS screening

Dr Al Razeaque from the
Punjab Health Department, who 15
ilso. caardinator of the Punjab
AIDS Control Proaramme, said the
ssue was sérious and it wos: being
iscussed by the government, He
waid it was i matter of concern that
peaple crossing the border could be
infected with the disease, but the
government could not [orce -
body to be seteencd for
HIV/AIDS, The government
acrogs Uie horder should mike pea-
ple g0 through & screcting lest
before giving them visas, i adided,

He sid that in addition 1o
HIV/AIDS, organs for transplants
boaght from neross (he border wére

L

etablished in Punjab, which
would begin operating spon 1o
sireamline the private biood bank
systenn. Thirty 1wo hundred
AIDS patients (51 2from Puriiab)
had ‘been identificd in Pakistan
while: 100,000 cases had been
reported, he suid, adding that the
country wis gracually making its
way out of the high risk sone.
The doctor bricled the meeting
on the government’s Mmeasyres 1o
cantrol the disease and said that it
had become o cancentrated epi-
demic in Pakistan

PNAC  Natonsl — Manger
(Qudeer Beig said tha AIDS
patients should tol be considered
untouchables, People were of th
view that AIDS was o disease froin
wori-Mustim countries, but. there
were: several Muslim countries
with the prevakence of the diseis,
he said wnd cite  Pakisian,
Malaysin,  Nigeria, Dkriine,

(hat 403 million eases of the dis-
case had been teported worldwide. |
The workshop was (old that*
et wir reported for the first time
ity 1080 in Pakista, The iense his
encompassid sk Workers, injecting
drug USers, st warkers,
rigrant abeners o infes sige--
{645, The biliest number of repert
el ane deniifiee cases in Pakistan =
from Bafochistan.
The wotkshop  identified
overty, iliterucy, gender inequal-
ity, migration, commercial sex
industry, fack of the use af con-
doms dnd ingdequate blood tRits
fusian sereening w5 tho [actots
contributing o the disease, T
prevent i generalised epidemic,
HIV. [nfection should be con-
iralled at the low epidemic stage
when it s bolow five per cent in
vulnerable groups,” sad experts,
Several HIV AIDS paticnts from
itiee Tike Kasur told the work
oot b wees ot 0



