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BHURBAN: Pakistan is currently clas-
sified in the ‘concentrated epidemic’ phase
by the World Health Organisation (WHO)
and the UNAIDS definutions as more than
5 pexcemcf HIV px:vilmce in concentrat-
ed group like i u-uocung driguse. ©

The cotintry is‘on a high-risk fora fur-
ther spread of HIV. infecti to thz gen-

eral population: “This has been the crux of

the participants at medm workshop

Mercy Corps at a focal hotel: The topic of

mrkshop was to share information regard-
ing HIV/ 'AIDS ard oppcrtumst d.lseasz
tuberculo

. The participants agreed ot ‘the spread cf
HW,‘AI'BS is due to low litefacy nu,hlgh

 infec-

of sexually

PakiStan

THE TRUTH, AND NOTHING BUT

tions, high number of commercial sex
workers both fernale and mnEe,unsa[c bleod
transfusions and increasing number of
lruec(mg drug users.

In his ihaugtuwal speecly, répresentative of
the PNACAftab Ahmed stressed the media

nig r)pimon and miind of the people prevail-

asocial, cultural and reli-
edlia could help to “change

s{x:u] behaviour towards AT'DS patierit

rough awareness.
Talling about
* the diseased; hie'shi

which virus could be transmitted in a bodj.

“Apart from" extra’ marital relationship’

bc—:ween nien to women and men to men,

rea}mesand my:hs o[ i
it was a'taboo iri soci- |
-‘ety.There chld be various sources through _

about ‘the HIVIAIDS *
larger ‘than a simple
This issue shotld be' * ai

it could also be transmitted through reyg:
of syringe, blood banks ete.

Elisabeth Locker from Europear
Commission in her briefing about the over-

* all frameworl for the implemeritsition of the

European Commission’s “éxternal assis
tancg said the EC was one of the bigges
grant donors to Pakistan. Total EC contii.
butién in country froni’2000 to 2006 wa
333 Euro million exduding humanitariar

N‘\VFP PNAC N:uoml M;\naﬂn Khiza
Hayat' revealed ‘some’ glaring figure’ o
HIV/AIDS patients'in Pakistan. He saic
the namber of cases of HIV infection con:
tinue torise;At present,he said 3,224 cimu
lative cases of HIV and 367 AIDS cases hat
been’ réported ‘fo ‘the’ Nitional AIDS
Control Programme.

The actual number was believed to be a
high 'as”85,000 as per the WHO “aric

UNAI‘DS es|-matnd‘ i

Heemphasised the poopl: miist falu: ita”

disease not a curse. He also criticised. the
fedéral government for not releasing inad-
equate funds for the pn:w.rslmn and treat-
ment of the affected person.”Each province
has been supplied with ART (medicine for
treatment of HIV/AIDS) only for the treat-
“ment of 30 patients though the number is
. mnch higher,” he said.”
The high risk vulnerable nndudf-d drug

addicted, sex workers and their closé rela-"*

tive as it was a ‘transmitted diseise. He

blamed 'the’ Mu;tahuda' Majlis-e-Amal -

(MMA} for fiot giving much emphasis to
ptwalznce and. treatment ‘of such dis®
eases. PNAC represdeit
' Mahriiood said 1t was astigma thatit only

’rrans‘mrtzd through sex. Trwas a miscon-

tiofl“and “one ceu[d ‘conceive virus

ive Raja Khalid *

Many studies were catried out on differ-
ent levels. According t6 a study, the drug
addicts who injects drug and shares
syringes 35 to 40 percent affected with HIV
virus. Similarly, the ratio in Faisalabad was
15 percent and 12 percent in Sargodha and
15 percent of these addicts were married
and most possibility their wives also con-
ceived the virus and their children  canty it
further, he said. i

National - Labotatories Natwmk
Tuberculosis In-charge Sabra Tahseen said
in Pakistan each year 250,000 new cases of
tuberculosis were registered. i

The age group which was miostly affect-
ed by this'disease -was 15:59 years. While,
Arif Noor from Meércy Cozps was of the
opinion Pakistan was on number 7 in'the
world having carrying the burden of tuber-
culesis and eachi year 300,000 riew paslams

i mm::wmg the infection. ™




