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| KARACHI - Speakers in a serni-
nar strassed the need o remove
I the stifma associated with AIDS
in the country and the need for
open dialopye bo prevent an opi-
| demicof HIV/AIDS Ttwas held
|2 local hotel here o Tuesday.
| They emphasized the need for
& fpecific policy on this disease.
talogue was on “Situational
analysis - The dn.l\]l:n%es of HIV
| and AIDS in Pakistan* Pakistan
National AIDS Consortium, Ps-
| istan Press Foundation and
European Commission argan-
ized it.
They feltthat the tabioa should
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Policy demande

be removed, as AIDS is nat only
caused by unsafe sex bt also by
blood transfusion and reysed
syringes and nieedles, They said
that there thould be no diserim-
nation attached to HIV/ AIDS.
1t should be treated Jike other
diséases Fke TB or Hepatiti,
Those infected with the virye
were also present in the pro-
gramsme and said that the pov.
emment should support them
and their children g0 that they
could fead abetter life. They said
that they eould not openy alk
about their problem due o the
igma attached with them,
Seleem Azam stressed that
they must stop children from

gtting the habit of drug use. He

1 that the NGO's were doing
mare than the government in
cantrol of HIV/AIDS,

Dr Sikander Suhani spoke jn
light of HIV surveillance repart
of the second quarter 2003 by the
National CDTLT:!'ﬁum

ramme. He said that poverty
ﬂd illiteracy were ﬂ'bebaijcg
son behind the disease. FHe said
thatensuring the useof rondoms
aleme does Tiot solve the
lem. Antj Virus solve the prob-
lem. He said that denial towards
those infected with the virus was
the traditional approach,

“We have no behavioural or
biological research” he said

while stressing the
search in Pakistan, Negotiations
are important i the prevention
and spread of AIDS

Dr. Arshad for the provincial

AIDS Conol Frogramme said
that medicines for HIV AIDS
have arrived and the nventory
i being made. He said that the
prerequisite (Forms) for delive
ery of these medieines was made.

e imformed that partnership
was being made between the
Sindh Inshitute of Urology and
Transplant and the Sindh Goy-
emment in this concern,

It may be mentioned hese that
iovernment has taken Joan of Rs
47 million dollare from the Werld

d for HIV/AIDS control

need for re-  Bank for HIV/ AIDS

Shaukat Ali said that develop-
ment of indigenous resources
was the need for the fature.



