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In the last fow months many studics and findings. about HIV prevalence rates in different
vulnerable groups have come to light. These rescarch studics have triggered debates about
the intervention strategies and future course of action. These studies and findings arc not
comprehensive and focus on a few major ciiies. No major policy and planning shift can be
advocated based solelyv on these studies, Time scems ripe for a comprehensive sero-
prevalence, and behavioral study, which should not remain focused on major citics or a fow
vulnerable groups only. Rather such a study should encompass the rural as well as urban
population and also should provide some reliable information about prevalence rates in
various stratas of socicty. It will certainly help in determining the  nature of future
interventions. The expernience of civil society organizations can help in ensuring that such
interventions will be cost effective and efficient. We should thank God that until now the
prevalence of epidemic in general public has remained relatively low, but it does not mean
that we should become complacent. The concentration of epidemic in IDUs and some other
vulnerable groups in some major citics is an alarming sign and we need to address the
situation immediately. 1t is time to set the house in order and move forward collectively ina
coordinated way.
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World AIDS Day 2005 Celebration in Red
Light Area of Okara

AIDS Prevention Association of Pakistan (APAP) in
collabomtion with Pakistan National AIDS Consortivm
(PNAC) celebrated World AIDS day on 147 December
20005 in the Red Light  Arca of Okara, The theme of the
campaign was “STOP AIDS: KEEP THE
PROMISE™. Participants of the campaign were sex workers
Youth, Women, Community people and Stake holders.

It was the first activity of this kind in Pakistan orgamzed by
APAP in an innovative and touching way. All the activities
were coordinated by Hajp Mubammad Hanif Project
Coordinator The activities started from 17 of December
and continued till 15" December. including a musical
progmmme, awareness messages, distribution of 1EC
material and provision of condoms.

The guests included Mr. M. A, Qamar, Acting Provincial
Manager Punjab AIDS Consortium (PAC). Asif Shahzad.
Project Coordinator Tamecr Project Khancwal., Naveed,
Acting Project Coordinator Tameer ABC project Kasur,
Basharat Gill, Ficld Supervisor Tameer ABC Project Kasur
and Kamran Zahid. Ficld Supervisor Tameer FSWs Projeet
Okara,
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Balochistan AIDS Network

As a part of its capacity building program two workshops
on Organizational Management were organized by BAN in
months of Januwary and February in Quetta. The first
workshop was held from 23 to 27 January with 30
participants. The workshop was facilitated by Adil Sheraz
Provincial Manager BAN and Mr. Amir Mubhammad
Tarcen. The second workshop of the senies was organized
from 13 to 17 February and was attended by 26 participants
representing  partner organizations, The facilitators were
Adil Sheraz and Mr. Hamcedullah. Organizational
Management is a very important component of Tameer
Capacity Building Program. Most of the organizations
working in the ficld of HIV and AIDS arc relatively new
organizations, where as HI'V and AIDS 15 specialized ficld,
requiring skills other experience of working in health
sector. That is why PNAC and its partner consortia are
focusing on the capacity building of their partner consonia
through their training programs. Sirbuland Khan,
Chairman BAN attended the final secssion of both
workshops and distributed centificates
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